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Periodontal diseases in Koreans do not differ from that of other countries in prevalence, age distribution or rate of
tooth loss. But treatment methods undertaken for periodontal diseases may differ from elsewhere and this
difference may be a combined result of whether certain treatment method is covered by National Health Insurance
Service, economic and cultural environment and the number of dentists/periodontists.
We cannot overemphasize the influence of National Health Insurance Service coverage on whether a certain
treatment procedure is utilized or not. It is undoubtable that this is an important factor that influences treatment
planning. In the Republic of Korea, coverage by the NHIS of dental treatment procedures is much lower compared
to that of the medical field. One exception is the area of periodontics；in which wide spectrum of treatment
procedures are covered by the NHIS. But there was an exceptional shortcoming in that scaling for prevention of
periodontitis was not covered. But since2013, this lack has been partially corrected, and scaling once a year is now
covered by the NHIS. This has led to a great increase in dental visits.
One other factor that may have led to considerable changes in decision making on retention or removal of
periodontally involved teeth would be that implant treatment in the partially edentulous elderly patient is now
covered by the NHIS. At the start, elderly patients older than 75 were covered, and now the coverage has
extended to those over 65.
The Korean Academy of Periodontology has started on approaching the treatment of oral diseases such as
periodontal diseases as non-communicable diseases（NCDs）advised by and with close cooperation with the
Korean public health authorities.
“Gum Day” health promotion efforts which have been held by the KAP on March 24th from 2009 have strategies
which are remarkably in common with the approaches for NCDs.It has led to increase in the awareness of
periodontal diseases in the Korean people. Many events were held all around the country and news reports based
on press releases from the KAP about the influence of periodontal diseases on systemic health have been made.
Korea and Japan are two countries where the aging of the population is progressing rapidly. Periodontal disease
is closely related with this change and society at large should be made aware of its importance.
We should make every effort to solve the periodontal disease to enhance global health promotion by solving the
periodontal disease problem.
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